
RECORDS 

of the 

BOARD OF HEALTH 

1849 - 1949 

 

Highland Township 

Oakland County 

Michigan 

 

 
 

Scanned, indexed and with an introduction by 

Eugene H. Beach, Jr. 

Highland Township Historical Society 

December, 2014 

 



Introduction 

 
The following pages contain images of the volume entitled “Highland Board of Health Records” as 

found in the offices of the Charter Township of Highland, Oakland County, Michigan.   With the 

kind assistance and cooperation of Mary L. McDonnell, Highland Township Clerk, the Highland 

Township Historical Society scanned this volume in December, 2014, and prepared this 

accompanying Introduction and Index. 

 

 

The Original Record 

 

The original records are contained in a small ledger measuring 6.25 by 7.5 inches (“octavo” 

size).  Its faintly ruled pages are case bound in pasteboard covers decorated with marbled paper 

and finished with a leather spine (i.e., quarter bound) bearing faint traces of gilt trim.  The 

contents cover the period from April 10, 1849, to March 22, 1949 - roughly 100 years – with 

records for the last several years written on the volume’s front inside cover and flyleaf.   

 

The overall condition of the original record is “very good.”  The binding is still relatively tight 

and all the signatures are intact.  The covers show the scuffing and edge-wear expected for a 

volume seeing a century of use.  The individual pages show some discoloration, but remain 

flexible.  One page (Image 83) has some tearing in the middle due to the fact that a large folded 

poster has been glued on the reverse side and places stress on the page when turned.  Such 

tearing does not, however, affect the legibility of the text.  The ink used in many of the entries 

prior to 1900 has begun to fade and was often written with a fine steel point making these entries 

somewhat more difficult to read.   
 

The Scans 

 

Each page of the original record book (including the front and back covers) was scanned in color at 

600 dpi, with both contrast and shadow adjusted to enhance legibility.  The resulting .jpg images 

were then straightened, cropped and subjected to an “auto-contrast” routine.  Note that these 

adjustments result in the paper appearing slightly more “yellow” than is in fact the case. 

 

The Index 

 

The individual pages of the original record book are unnumbered.  So too, several of the last 

entries were written on the front inside cover and flyleaf.  For such reasons the index presented 

here is keyed to the image number.   The one blank/unused page (on the reverse side of Image 4) 

is not included among these scans.   

 

 

 



INDEX 
 

The usefulness of any historical or genealogical record frequently depends on the quality of its 

index.  In addition to listing every personal name and topic, a good index should include short 

descriptions for each entry so that items of particular interest can be quickly found without the 

need to consult multiple pages.  While this naturally results in an index of greater length, the 

benefits undoubtedly outweigh the disadvantages.  This is why, for example, there are multiple 

entries for the same individual differing only as to the year in which the reference is made, or the 

office which the individual then held.    

 

Note that many of the original Board of Health records do not include an individual’s first name, 

initials and/or title.  Where these are known (or reasonably deduced) from other sources, 

however, they are included in the index entry.  Under Michigan law, for example, a township’s 

Board of Health consisted of its Supervisor, Justices of the Peace, Health Officer (if any) and 

Township Clerk.  Since the Clerk typically signed the minutes, his/her position is usually clear.  

In most cases such minutes also identify the Supervisor as such.  Most Health Officers can 

likewise be identified either through the record of their appointment and/or use of the titles “Dr.” 

or “M. D.”  It can therefore be assumed all other Board members mentioned in such minutes 

were most likely Justices of the Peace.  Where uncertainty exists, however, such persons are 

simply identified as “BoH Member.”  
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Arthur, Theodore F., bill for services during Clyde diphtheria outbreak (1891) ................... 57, 60 
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Ashley, Charles, appointed janitor of township hall (1920)  ...................................................... 119 
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*** Note *** 

Both Charles Barnett and Earl C. Barrett served as Justices of the Peace (and thus members of the Board of Health) 

in the late 1920s and early 1930s.  Unfortunately, the minutes often fail to give a first name or initial, and the two 

last names appear similar when written in hand.  Those interested in either should thus consult the entries under 

both names to determine for themselves which was meant. 
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Bird, A. M., bill for Health Officer supplies (1916)  .................................................................. 112 
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Black, Dr. Duncan K., Health Officer (1887)  .................................................................. 40, 41, 42 

Black, Dr. Duncan K., Health Officer (1888)  .............................................................................. 43 

Black, Dr. John C., bill for services during Clyde diphtheria outbreak (1891)  ........................... 57 
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Black, Dr. John C., fees as Health Officer (1891)  ....................................................................... 58 
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Black, Dr. John C., reports diphtheria of Dollie Chatfield (1893)  ............................................... 71 
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Black, Dr. John C., reposts diphtheria cases (1891) ..................................................................... 53 
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