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Introduction 

 
The following pages contain images of a “Register of Deaths” for the years 1907 to 1910 as found 

in the offices of the Charter Township of Highland, Oakland County, Michigan.   With the kind 

assistance and cooperation of Mary L. McDonnell, Highland Township Clerk, the Highland 

Township Historical Society scanned these records in December, 2014, and prepared this 

accompanying Introduction and Index. 

 

 

The Original Record 

 

 

The original record consists of 24 bifolia, bound along the left margin by two staples.  The 

resulting booklet contains 48 leaves measuring 5.5 inches by 4.75 inches.  It is unclear whether 

covers were ever present.  The recto of each leaf is printed with a “Register of Death” form bearing 

the identification “Form 93.”  The verso of each leaf is blank.  The leaves have remnants of 

perforations along their right margins, suggesting that the forms may have been filled out in 

duplicate.  After completion, one copy would have been detached along the perforation line and 

transmitted to the county clerk, while the bound booklet remained with the township. 

 

The overall condition of the original record is “fair.”  The paper has yellowed with age and shows 

staining along the binding due to rusting of the metal staples.  Several of the bifolia have come 

loose and the last leaf exhibits tears along the top and right edges.  On the other hand, the ink of 

all handwritten entries remains generally dark, clear and legible.   

 

The forms have a space in the upper right corner labeled “No.___” and these appear to have 

initially been entered sequentially.  For example, the last form completed in 1907 bears “No. 6” 

while the first for 1908 originally bore “No. 7.”  This was subsequently crossed out, however, and 

renumbered as “1” so as to begin the numbering sequence over again at the start of the new year.   

Such renumbering is also found for early entries in subsequent years.   

 

Most of the deaths are recorded in chronological order.  There are, however, exceptions.  For 

example, the death of a St. John infant on December 29, 1908, is recorded after that of Margaret 

Mascho, who died January 2, 1909.  Likewise, the death of Victoria M. Pick on February 11, 1909, 

is recorded before that of Katherine E. VanWormer on February 10, 1909.  Such cases appear to 

result from deaths occurring a few days apart in which the latter happened to be reported first. 

 

 

The Scans 

 

 

Each leaf of the original record was scanned in color at 600 dpi.  The resulting .jpg images were 

thereafter straightened and cropped.  No effort was made to adjust image color or contrast.  All 

images are presented in the order in which they appear in the original record. 
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The Index 

 

 

As noted, the sequence of numbers assigned to each form begins anew at the start of each year, 

making such numbers cumbersome to use for indexing.  As also noted, some entries are not 

chronological order, such that indexing by date of death might likewise prove confusing.  Instead, 

the accompanying index is keyed to the image number.    

 

 

The Data 

 

 

A total of 48 deaths are recorded over a span of four years (1907 through 1910), for an average of 

one death per month.  A breakdown by age at death shows the following: 

 

  Under 1 year (including stillborn)      9 

  1 to 10 years         6 

  11 to 20 years         - 

  21 to 30 years         - 

  31 to 40 years         1 

  41 to 50 years         3 

  51 to 60 years         2 

  61 to 70 years         9 

  71 to 80 years       11 

  81 to 90 years         6 

  91 to 100 years         1 

 

While the sample is admittedly small, this distribution seems consistent with the notion that so 

long as one survived birth and early childhood, average life expectancy was not all that different 

than currently.  Nearly all of the deaths under 1 year of age occurred at or shortly after birth.   

 

The oldest age at death is that of Charles Porter, who lived 99 years, 7 months and 12 days.  His 

cause of death is given as “la grippe” – an older term for influenza.  Only one accidental death is 

recorded, i.e. that of Robert S. Arthur who “drownded” at age 85.  Another, George Wickens, 

died at age 81 following an operation; the precise nature of which is unclear.  Among those 60 and 

over the leading causes of death include ascites (fluid buildup in the abdomen), cerebral 

hemorrhage (stroke), various forms of heart disease and simple senility.  Deaths resulting from 

infectious diseases include two cases of pneumonia, one of smallpox and one of dysentery.    

 

In summary, these records are not only a valuable genealogical resource, but provide an intimate – 

and at times heartbreaking – glimpse of what birth and death were like for Highland Township 

residents at the beginning of the 20
th

 century.  If nothing else they should temper any overly-

romantic notions of what these supposed “good old days” were like. 

 

Eugene H. Beach, Jr. 

Highland Township Historical Society 
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Image 1 

FOARD (FORD), AMANDA 

February 12, 1907 
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Image 2 

SAVORY, HOMER ALGER 

March 15, 1907 
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Image 3 

KENT, ALLA 

March 30, 1907 
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Image 4 

BAMBER, JOSEPH S. 

April 26, 1907 
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Image 5 

DOTY, KITTIE E. 

May 27, 1907 
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Image 6 

BECKWITH, Infant 

October 20, 1907 

 

 
  



7 

 

Image 7 

GRAHAM, MARY LOUISA 

January 4, 1908 
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Image 8 

BALDWIN, WILLIAM 

March 14, 1908 
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Image 9 

PORTER, CHARLES 

March 20, 1908 
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Image 10 

MIDDLETON, BETSY JANE 

March 30, 1908 
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Image 11 

STIFF, WILLIAM H. 

April 2, 1908 
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Image 12 

WHEELER, PHILO F. 

May 11, 1908 
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Image 13 

BECKWITH, Infant 

June 7, 1908 
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Image 14 

WICKINS, GEORGE 

July 4, 1908 
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Image 15 

COLE, HIRAM 

August 17, 1908 
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Image 16 

CAREY, ALICE 

September 28, 1908 
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Image 17 

MASCHO, MARGARET 

January 2, 1909 

 

 
  



18 

 

Image 18 

St. JOHN, Infant 

December 29, 1908 
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Image 19 

FRIDAY, ANNA ROSINA 

January 17, 1909 
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Image 20 

SMITH, PHEBE A. 

January 14, 1909 
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Image 21 

PICK, VICTORIA M. 

February 11, 1909 
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Image 22 

VanWORMER, KATHERINE E. 

February 10, 1909 
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Image 23 

PITNEY, GUSTA 

March 23, 1909 
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Image 24 

POPE, CYNTHIA S. 

March 23, 1909 
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Image 25 

LOCKWOOD, MARY 

March 29, 1909 
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Image 26 

HOLDRIDGE, HENRY S. 

March 31, 1909 
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Image 27 

McGRAIN, Infant 

April 26, 1909 
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Image 28 

BECKWITH, Infant 

April 28, 1909 
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Image 29 

FLYNN, THOMAS FRANCIS 

April 17, 1909 
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Image 30 

ARTHUR, ROBERT S. 

June 3, 1909 
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Image 31 

CHASE, ETTIE IRENE 

September 10, 1909 
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Image 32 

MAJOR, WILLIAM 

October 7, 1909 
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Image 33 

DAVIS, IRWIN 

November 18, 1909 
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Image 34 

GORDON, JAMES 

January 8, 1910 
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Image 35 

PIERCE, LORAIN 

March 4, 1910 
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Image 36 

BRITTON, JOSEPH W. 

March 24, 1910 
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Image 37 

NEWBOUND, MILDRED 

May 7, 1910 
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Image 38 

CRAWFORD, CHARLES 

June 9, 1910 
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Image 39 

MILLS, GEORGE W. 

June 18, 1910 
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Image 40 

HOPKINS, SARAH JANE 

July 18, 1910 
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Image 41 

ARMSTRONG, Infant 

August 3, 1910 
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Image 42 

HULBERT, EMILY A. 

August 21, 1910 
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Image 43 

PATTERSON, HANNAH 

August 6, 1910 
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Image 44 

SEVREY (SAVORY), EDITH 

September 11, 1910 
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Image 45 

St. JOHN, GEORGE KEITH 

October 22, 1910 
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Image 46 

NICHOLSON, Infant 

October 6, 1910 

 

 
  



47 

 

Image 47 

FORD, IDA MAE 

October 17, 1910 
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Image 48 

MALTBY, HULDAH M. 

December 27, 1910 

 

 


